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Karst is a landscape that is distinguished 
by underground drainage and is normally 
formed on limestone or gypsum. Its 
impact on engineering geology is the 
distinctive suite of karst geohazards, 
which are largely related to the holes  
in the ground of varying size and 
unpredictable nature.  
 
The most widespread and frequent 
geohazard is the development of new 
sinkholes within the soil profile over a 
cavernous limestone; they develop by 
suffosion, where soil is washed down  
into cavities in the stable rock.  
 
	New suffosion sinkholes are nearly all formed by rainstorms, new drainage 
inputs or water table decline; they are therefore largely avoidable if the gospel of 
drainage control is obeyed.  
	


