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The mid-Palaeocene, roughly the period between  
61 and 58 million years ago, saw extensive 
volcanism along the NW European continental 
margin, the NW Scottish sector forming the so-
called Hebridean Igneous Province. This activity, 
related to continental rifting and mantle plume 
activity in the north Atlantic region, resulted in 
the formation of fissure-fed lava fields, and both 
shield and composite-caldera volcanoes, and at 
deeper crustal levels, the emplacement of 
plutons (Central Intrusive Complexes), sill 
complexes and regional dyke swarms. 
 

The talk will explore this diversity and what we 
know about the environments, landscapes and 
life on these mid-Palaeocene volcanoes. 
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Tea at 5.30 pm with the lecture starting at 6.00 pm. 


