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Welcome to the Summer Newsletter!  
My worry that we might have to skip an issue proved         

unfounded so Iôm pleased to bring this Summer edition to 

you. Membership numbers are stable, despite losing some 

long-term members to illness or re-location. Richard and 

Chris have put together a very full programme of membersô 

events so please support them. Alison has been working 

hard on the membership front and Geoff maintains a great 

website for you all. So as you can see, we continue to    

function without a Chairperson but I hope that will not be 

long-term. It is easy to let things just tick along but        

sometimes you need new ideas or a change of direction. 

Please consider filling one of the vacant Committee posts 

and help to ensure that DGAG has a bright future. Enjoy 

your summer and may it be filled with health and good      

experiences. 

Kelvin  
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Sheila Alderman is our guide for the Symondsbury Geowalk, Thursday 10
th
 March 2022 

Due to the dreadful weather forecast, this Geowalk was put back a week to ensure we did not get 

a soaking. The 10
th 
March was clear and bright which was much more user friendly and ensured 

tremendous views.  
 

Seven of us met at the estate carpark in Symondsbury and followed the DIGS ñBeneath our 

Feetò Geowalk, ably led by Richard Hallett. For those of you who were unable to join us, I highly 

recommend these leaflets. Contact Alan Holiday on alanholiday@btinternet.com. They are still 

available at the highly discounted priced of Ã2.50 per pack. See the DIGS website for more      

information about Local Geological Sites in Dorset on https://dorsetrigs.org  During the walk, we 

saw the effect of two east-west trending faults, the Bridport Fault to the south and the               

Symondsbury Fault to the north. This led to downward displacement (a graben). The rock         

exposures along the sides of a group of sunken lanes running away from the village have been 

designated as Local Geological Sites 

(LGS) because they cut through the      

different sands of the Middle and Upper 

Lias, as well as through the Junction Bed 

(Beacon Limestone). 
 

The group walked through the village past 
the church and headed up Shutes Lane 
which is a hollow way (sunken lane)     
created incrementally over many years by 
water and traffic. Here we saw an          
exposure of the Beacon Limestone which 
marks the junction between the Middle 
and Upper Lias of the Lower Jurassic. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1706340262955772
mailto:alanholiday@btinternet.com
https://dorsetrigs.org
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We continued up the hollow way 
following the dip slope and saw the 
Thorncombe Sands. There was 
some discussion about the graffiti 
and sculptures in the sandstone, 
some of which seems to have    
proliferated during the pandemic 
lockdowns when more people were 
out walking as their daily exercise. 
We all agreed it is great to be able 
to go out and about more freely 
now. 

Photo 1. (left)     
Beacon Limestone 
(Junction Bed) in 
Shuteôs Lane. 

 

Photo 2. (right) 
Shuteôs Lane. 
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In the sandstone banks of the lane there are        
calcareous concretions (doggers) which are formed 
early in the burial history of the sedimentary strata 
before diagenesis of the rock. The concretionary 
cement makes the rock harder and more resistant 
to weathering. It also shows the layers of the      
bedding more clearly than the surrounding       
sandstone. The cement in the doggers here is     
calcium carbonate with some iron content which 
causes the golden colour of the rock. We continued 
uphill to Quarr Cross where it became significantly 
more muddy showing a change underfoot in the   
underlying rock of  Downcliff Clay. We then skirted 
Quarry Hill admiring the fantastic views and making 
out landmarks in the distance. 

Photo 3. and Photo 4. Rock Art/Graffiti in     
Thorncombe Sands. 

Photo 5. Dogger in 
Thorncombe Sands. 

Photo 6. Quarr Cross. Photo 7. and Photo 8. Views on the way up 
Quarry Hill. Langdon Hill in distance and 
change of slope in foreground. 

We also noted a change in slope 
that indicates the change from 
Bridport Sands to the overlying 
Inferior Oolite. At the top of 
Quarry Hill it was obvious why it 
was so named. The stone was 
used extensively locally as a 
building stone. There is            
no evidence of recent quarrying 
but there are some exposures of 
the Inferior Oolite. 

Photo 8. Photo 9. Quarry Hill  

 Photos L- R. 

10. and 11. Some    

fossil content in the 

Inferior Oolite in situ. 

12. Dogger in the 
Bridport Sand       
Formation underlying 
the Inferior Oolite. 
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After lunch we headed down from  
Quarry Hill towards Symondsbury into 
the Bridport Sands. We could not                
differentiate this with the naked eye 
from the Thorncombe Sands in Shuteôs 
Lane. At Quarr Cross, we retraced our 
steps back to Symondsbury and studied 
the building stones in the walls. The 
lower walls of the older buildings were 
built of Forest Marble probably from the 
quarries at Bothenhampton, Bridport. 
Forest Marble is highly fossiliferous and 
much more water-resistant than Beacon 
Limestone and Inferior Oolite.  

Photo 13. Bridport Sands in 
Quarr Lane. 

Photo 14. Colmers Hill which 
was originally capped with 
Inferior Oolite like Quarry Hill, 
meaning that the underlying 
sands were not eroded away. 

Photo 15. Beacon 

Limestone in Mill Lane.  
Photo 16. Thorncombe Sands 
in Mill Lane. 

We finished the day by looking at the 
Beacon Limestone at the top of Mill 
Lane and  the Thorncombe Sands     
below. We had a brilliant walk and   
having a small number meant everyone 
contributed to the debate and discovery 
of the geology. Many thanks to Richard 
Hallett for arranging this first Geowalk 

For more detail of the building stones 
see the Dorset Building Stone website 
entry: 

https://www.dorsetbuildingstone.org/
symondsbury.html  

Book Review by John Scott  

A Guide to Fossil Collecting on the East Dorset Coast. 
By Steve Snowball and Craig Chivers. 
Siri Scientific Press 2021 ISBN 978-1-8381528-2-6   Ã18.99 + p & p. 
Siriscientificpress.co.uk 
 

This is the final book of the trilogy of guides to fossil collecting on the 
Dorset Coast. The previous two books cover the western and     
southern areas of the Dorset Coast. 
The first two books were published with a gap of two years between 
them, the gap between books two and three being only one year. This 
was possibly due to the "Lockdown" giving people more time at home. 
Unfortunately, this shorter period shows in the new book. There are a 
few, minor, errors in the first two books. However, in the latest book, 
there is one error that I consider quite major, and several that are    
minor. These range from probable typographic mistakes to not using 
the up-to-date information on the Jurassic/Cretaceous boundary      
positioning. 
Progressing through the book, it states on page 15 that the army ranges are to the east of     
Kimmeridge Bay whereas they are to the west. The Page 17 photograph looking west to Clavell 
Tower is actually looking east. There then follows a good section on the fossil collecting code     
explaining the categories of fossils covered. This is possibly the clearest explanation of the code 
that I have read. 
The Jurassic/Cretaceous boundary causes some difficulty, partly as the international committee 
that is responsible for defining the accurate biostratigraphically-dated boundary has not yet   
completed its work.  


